Utilization of different wood species —

Analysis of old literature

Sebastian Nemestothy and Michael Grabner

" #

KU

7

The usage of wood has always been linked to the material properties. For different applications there are different requirements.
This seems to be especially interesting for rarely used wood species.

Wood properties and utilizations of different wood species in old literature were reviewed, considering the period between about 1800
and 1938. Over 70 wood and shrub species, found in 25 books, were listed and characterized.

The question is whether the connection between the properties and utilizations is obvious and therefore described in literature.
Of course another important influence when looking at wood use is the availability of certain types of wood.

Approach

For each book a detailed, so called, literature assortment in tabular form has been made. These assortments contain every mentioned
wood species together with each linguistic description of property and utilization. Later the literature analysis is generated out of the
literature assortments. In the literature analysis the information is reduced and condensed, an overview is generated to represent

properties and utilizations clearly. In fact the analysis is an illustration of frequenc
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Conclusion

old literature: excerpt from Bechsteins Forstbotanik oder volistandige.
Naturgeschichte der deutschen Holzpflanzen und einiger fremden, 1812

The connection between property and utilization is certainly given, but there are some missing
links. For example: it is not obvious why Alnus glutinosa has been used in hydraulic and
outdoor engineering, the properties usually decisive for this utilization are not achieved by
Alnus glutinosa. Another explanation for unexpected applications may be the local availability
of the actually most suitable wood species.
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