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March 2008: Meeting of about 35 people in Vienna, BOKU

September 2010: Starting the project

„Historical Wood Utilization in Austria“

Proposed international meeting

June 2010: Discussions about a meeting at the WorldDendro

September 2011: First meeting in Stuebing, Austria

The history …



Bringing all people 

dealing with archaeological 

and historical wood 

together.

wood science, dendrochronology, forestry, forest history,

archaeology, ethnology, architecture/building history, 

history, environmental history, conservation, handicraft, 

and  a lot more….

The idea:



wood species selection
wood quality
dendrochronological dating
conservation
rarely used wood species
crooked assortments
forestry rules
the culture of wood and forest utilization
arts
crafts
material and intangible cultural heritage
the history of wood utilization
social effects of wood utilization
economy of wood utilization and a lot more….

The „content“:



Scientific interest

Safeguarding material and intangible cultural heritage:

Material heritage:

Even in museums problems are obvious – private property

Intangible cultural heritage:

“The “intangible cultural heritage” means the practices, representations, 

expressions, knowledge, skills – as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and 

cultural spaces associated therewith – that communities, groups and, 

in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage.”

Article 2 presents the domains – amongst others: 

“knowledge and practises concerning nature and universe (d)”; 

“traditional craftsmanship (e)”

Why is it of interest?



Knowledge for the Future

Why is it of interest?



Hot topics of the last meeting…

*) What questions and analyses do exist within 

“Historical Wood Utilization”?

*) How can we foster the communication and discussion 

across the different disciplines?

*) How can we bring together all available “case studies”

for common analyses?



Hot topics of the last meeting…

*) Where can we publish our results 

(to be recognized in different scientific fields)?

*) How can we link to handicraft-men 

(experimental archaeology)?

*) Is there a way to bridge borders due to language 

and local dialects?



What happened in between?

This meeting!!!



REDISCOVERING WOOD: 

THE KEY TO A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE ART AND JOY OF WOOD

BANGALORE, INDIA

19 OCTOBER – 22 OCTOBER 2011

http://www.fao.org/docrep/016/ap001e/ap001e00.htm

What happened in between?



This conference and exhibition was one global event to celebrate the International 

Year of Forests. This was organized to help the participants understand the outlook 

for wood products and contribute to develop strategies for future sustainable 

development. The main intention was to explore how socioeconomic trends are 

affecting the use of wood products and what challenges and opportunities arise as

the consequence of these developments. Underlying belief was that greater wood 

use can make a significant and valuable contribution to society’s desire for a more 

sustainable future. Also, a sustainable and prosperous forest products sector is 

essential for sustainable forest management.

This conference attempted to explore how the changing expectations of 

consumers and society shape the future for wood products. It also intended to 

examine how producers and users of wood can respond to these changes to  

identify potential opportunities and strengthen sustainability in the sector. It partly

focussed on the social, aesthetic, cultural and traditional aspects of wood use and 

how the strong linkages between wood and society could be used to support the 

future development of the sector as a whole.
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Continuation of the project “Historical Wood Utilization”

Starting a “Sparkling Science Project”:

Forest – Wood – Construction material

Bringing together Science 

and teaching in schools.

Partner: 

Austrian Open Air Museum Stuebing

What happened at our Lab…



Proposal on the Characterisation 

of rarely used wood species

Publication serie in 

“Der Fortschrittliche Landwirt”

What happened at our Lab…



What happened at our Lab…

Meeting of the Austrian Network:

The film –

A possibility of safeguarding traditional knowledge?

October, 19th and 20th 2012

At the Waldbauernmuseum Gutenstein



Many thanks for your attention!

Fruitful discussions! 

Supported by the Austrian Science Fund – TRP21-B16

and

Sparkling Science SPA 04-188


