THE USE OF BOXWOOD IN MEDIEVAL VILNIUS
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ground water and are rich with organic artefacts and wooden infrastructure objects (Pukiene, 2009).

A set of wooden finds of the 14th-18th century consisting of 1700 items has been collected during the
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Among the wooden artefacts of the Vilnius Lower Castle there were some made of non-native wood
species. Main alien species are the common box tree (pyxos or pyxinos in antiquity) and the silver fir
growing in the south of Europe. Nine combs and handles of four knives made of boxwood were
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ranges from 80 to 99 mm. The Vilnius combs are not very much ornamented: 11,1% has no
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Boxwood items testify long — distance trade in wooden goods from —

the boxwood tree natural distribution areas. Examples of boxwood combs

with linear ornament from
Novgorod, the 13th - 14th Cs.
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